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I 


and Perſecutions of the French Prote- 


ſtants. ' 


An exait account of the Cruel Oppreſſon 


H E Crueltics exercis'd of late on the Proteſtants 
in Fraxce, do appear 1o-dereſtable to all, who have 
not,diveſted themſelyes' of Humanity, that no won- 
der the Authors of them uſe their utmoſt endeavouts 
| . to leſſen what they 'cannot conceal. Were not this 
- worſe than barbarous uſage, a projet of a long contrivance, a 
Man -might for-Charity's. fake, ſuppoſe this their T— it, 
ro- be an acknowledgment of their own: diſpleaſure at it. 
ever; 'their boldneſs 1s inexcuſable, - who ſhall endeavour to im- 
-poſe on the World in matters known ;'not by Gazetts, and 
| Ott don but by an infinite number of Fugaly of all Con- 
ditions, who have nothing left but Tears and Miſeries to bring 
along with them into foreign Nations: -*Tis certainly too'bar- 
batous to 'oppreſs innocent ein their own Countrey ; aud 
. afterwapds to ſtifle rheir complaines in other places'where they 
'are driven; and by 'this means deprive them of a com 
- which the bare inſtin&ts of nature never- refuſe to the miſerable. 
Yer this is the courſe our perſecutors'of France have held ; their 
cruelty muſt be attended with Impoſtures, «tha - the milchiefs 
-which'thiey: have ated may paſs undiſcovered; 't- 17 1 1 71h” 
- Þ think we ſhould*.be much to'blame, if: we ſaffer them! to 
o on: in this'ſecond-defigny as:they have done in the firſt 4 and 
therefore we ſhall chooſe fome principal inſtances, whereon we 
ſhall make ſuch reflections, as thereby to judge with greater evi- 
dence and exaCtneſs on: the: whole proceeding. - And as we ſhall 
,offer:/nothing bur what: ſhall be y \true'; ſo- we ſhall ad- 
vahce nothingin our reflections, but 'whar all che world of r&a- 
:fonable people will aliow. P41. 2219417) 7 Q"*:24 
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To begin with matters of Faft : There? no body bur knows, 
har awhthe—afrer his preſent Majeſty of France carne to the 
Crown, there arofc in the Kingdom-a-Civil War ; which proved 
{o ſharp and deſperate, as brought the State within an hairs 
breadth of utrar riune. .. Tis alſs known, that inthe. mnidlt. of 
jr ay. ob of the R_ Reli on. Keve _ 

fo4ovioſable a. maymer;+ —_—_— i wah fuch a 

FAR cxtraordinary feryout, that the King found himfelt ob- 
liged to give publick marks of it, by a aration ride ar St. 
Germatns, in the year 1652. Then as well at Courr, as in the 
Ficld, cach ſtrove to proclaim loudeſt the deſerts of the Refor- 
miſtsz and - the Queen Mother her {clf-readily acknowletgal, 
Tharzhey bad prelepved: the State: This is known by all, bur 
"twill haxdly be believed, chongh ir be roo true,:what our Enc- 
naemon an hundred times tald us ; and which the {equel 
has but coo ſhrewdly confirmed, that this was preciſcly the prin- 
Cipal. and moſt cflential cauſe of our -ruine ; and of all. the mil- 
ics: which we have (ince; ſuffered. 'Endeavaurs were uſed to 


overthrow K, ſhould they have ranked themſclves an tbe other 
fide; and mught ſtill do3r, when-ſuch alike occaſion ſhould offer 
ir elf 'That therefore this party muſt be ſuppreſſed, and the 
[8909 they have done. noJJoniger veganded-;\ but as an indication 
of the milchief, they aromniley be capable of deing. 
This Diabolical reaſoning, which hinders Sujelts from ſerving 
thesr Pronce, to avoid drawing :on theraſclves chaftiſements, in- 
ſtead of recompences, ' was 'rehſh'd as a picce of moſt retmed 
'Policy., For as ſoon as the Kingdom was :fettled in Peace, the 
deſign was advanced of deſtroying the Reformiſts ; [and the ber- 
-tfr-20 tnake chem con that their Zeal had ruined them, 
| nds ap wan | > NN EEO ie Donn 
- y then, On Litgat pretenccs, On 01 
L4whon, and Milan; thrice Towns, where thoie of the Retormed 
Religion; bad moſt ſignalized themſclyesdor the interefts of rhe 
Court 5, Roche! underwent an! infiaits number of preſcriptions, 
Manteubon and Mylan were: Gackt by the Soldiers. / But thefe 
being but particular ſ{troaks and meer: preludes, which decideid 
nothung, they tarricd not long before they made appear the m” 
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and general Machius, they were to uſe in the carrying or of chedr 
Ficented delign tothe laſt extremiry. - * Twill why Mat: 
ter to' give an cxact account of thele ſeveral methods:: For: never 
humane malice produced (uch: multiplicity of them; every day 
brought forth new ons for eey pra rogerher. - To ralte only 
notice of the chick of them z which weye, Firſt, Law Suirs-iu 
Courts of Juſtice... Secondly, Deprivations from all kinds: of 
Offices arid loys z and-in general, of all ways of ſubſiſtance- 
I nm The nfraftion of Edits, under the notion of .Explica> 
fions 0 them. rthly, New Laws and Orders. Fitthl r Jugglc 
and amuſing Tricks. Sixthly, The animating of People, and in- 
fpiringthem-with hatred againſt us. Theſe are the moſt conſide- 
rable* tis which the  penioomeny have compvaped 'ro; atrain 
cheir ends , during: ſeveral years. ] lay," during loveral/ pears 
for fatthey delgned being no ealie matter, they-needed: rhere- 
fore titnc, to oder their ins z not to take notice” of their 
Traverſcs and, Interruptions by forrain Wars ; yet whole ſucceſs 
have not'a little contributed to encreaſe their Courage, and cous 
rn Whepbo the drip which they bad againſtug  _ 1 

'The frſt of theſe means has had an infinite extent. We ſhoulti 
begin with: the goal of all rhe Condemnations of 'Charches, 
or ſuppreſſions ot exerciſes of. Religion, -and/ all the other 'yvexa- 
tions which have hapned by the eſtabliſhing of Commiſlaries ; 
this was a State dexterouſly laid immediatcly- after the Treat 
of the Picenees, the: King, under: prerence Iring the Edick 
of Nats, ſent them in the Pravinces: The Roman Catholic 
Commilſlary was every-where his Majeſtics Intendant;; - who was 
belure a fit man for the parpolarmes with the Royal Authori- 
ty, atid who was well ia{trufted in the ſecret Aim. The other, 
was cither ſome hungry Officer, a Slave to. the Courr, or ſome 
poor eman, who had-uſually neither Incelli requiſice 
in theſe ſort of Aflars, nor the liberty: of ſpeaking his Serximents. 
The Cletgy had ſet them up z, He was their Ambularory-Spirir. 
The Syndicks were received bctore them as formal parties in 
all our Affairs ; the affignations were given in their name, the 
Proſecutions alſo z and as well the Diſcords of the Commilla- 
rics, as the A from their Ordinances, mult be finally de- 
cided in the Kings Council. F 

Thos in general, all the rightsof the Churches, forthe exerciſes 
of Religion,the burying pom ery all ſuch dependancies, —_— 
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led into a review,and conſequently expoſedto the freſh purſuitsof 
the Clergy,and the ill intention of the Judges. 'In' which there was 
not-the keatt dram of Equity; for the Edi& having bin once 
execured, according to the intention of him that made ir, there 
needed no ſecond tonches;-it being moreover, wholly unlikely 
thoſe of the reformed Religion, who had bin ever in the King- 
dom the ſuffering party, could _ any thing therein ; and ex; 
tenditslimits beyond: what -belong'd ro' them. Bur chete were 
ther deſfignsin hand than ERC the Contraven- 
tions, | and therefore by rhis order , the greateſt' part of the 
Churches cited for the juſtifying of their Rights, ſaw themſclycs 
ſoon condemned one-after another, by Decrees of Council, how 
ood- and ſufficient -ſoever their Titles and 'Defences were. 
| paſſed a | Week, wherein theſe kind. of ees were 
not.made.; and-if it hapned , ' char 'the'- Modeſty of-th Jul cs 
faved any of them, by the great evidence of their Righ as this 
ſometimes hapned ; beſides that, the number was ſmall, ja com- 
pariſon; of thoſe condemned, -the-Judges often received otder to 
—_ themy.whets they ſhewed they could not in Confience 
. 2 Burthe)Oppreſlions: of this kind, did not terminate in the bare 
condemnation of Churches for ' particular Pcrſons had their 
part. Inordinary and civil Afairs, where the matter concerned 
a piece of Land, perhaps, a' Houſe, a Debt'berween a Roman 
Catholick and a Perſon of our 7 Religion was to, be (are 
always one of the chief Heads of the Accuſation,” The Monks; 
the Emiſla es, the Confeſſors,” and all the whole Tribe of that. 
Crew, iurercfſed rhemſelves'in the Aﬀair. InCours of Juſtice, 
all che cry was, I plead agarnſt an. Heretick , I have to do witha 
Man of a Religt9n odzous 10 the Statez and which the King would 
have extirpated. By this means, there was no longer any Juſtice 
to be expetted, few. Judges were proof againſt this falſe Zeal, 
- for fear of drawing the Fury of the whole Cabal againſt him, or 
pating for a favourer of Hereticks. *Tis not to be imagined 
how many umjuſt Sentences thefe ſort of Prejudices have given, 
in all the Courts of the Kingdom and how many mens Fam? 
lies bayc bin ruined by them: When any one complained, the 
Anſwer was-ready, Tu have the remedy 1n y1ur own hints; why 
ae you nit turn Cath o'nch, » $a 
Yer all this had bin nothing, had the Perſecution kept here 
| an 
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an norproceeded to faſten on'the bs, the Liberty, _ 
een the very Lives ol Perſons 

man may term it 7 &fctininal rn Ws Writings wele Printed” 
at Paris, ard ſent from thence to all Cities and Pariſhes of the 
Kingdom, which impowred the Curates, Churchwardens' and 
others, to make an exadt cnquiry into whatſoever the pretended 
Refarmiſts might haye done, 'or ſaid for twerfty years *y 
well on'the fubje&t of Religion as otherwiſe, to make ] 

eni of this before the Juſtices of-rhe Place ; and puniſh ce ithy 
out remilſion. So hayewe ſeerr - ſeveral y yy in cxctution of 
theſe Orders, the Priſons ici ere fIl'd theſe kind of 
Criminals; neither were falle 


irneſſes lackin ow that which 


Spring ro cnn and_publick-Penanices. A 
of Honot'or Conſcience, at '4ty ti ei 
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This kitid of Perſecution felP thjefy on Ne Mini ingRers þ fot of 2 
Jon be ty 7 ygheePrech -—_ vingtor Audicors,or 
ro ſpeak! bett Pri ( mls and Mit 


fionaries, and Hoch kind of Pocolermt we fo | wp e fo chatye 
them hen Nr neg og as thought of; and 
| ws; or Gyn, {or oy 
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50 the Scripture ) Theſe Spies never failed tg report that 


EO, and the wicked, they meant me ch Jude oct aby the 
FE: rres, the precende Reſormiſh cited them: em- 
TO YUs, 0d wh Rae Owe iſte; 
ſetves reſpetted theſe Interpretations ot thor hed Add cfs Proofs: 
On theſe grounds, the' Magiſtraresfilled the Prif®ns*whith rheſe 
kind of. poor People, keeping them thereiti for while yeatetoge= 
ther, and often inflicted on chem ſeveral corporal Peralties 
'Fis already ſeen by this firſt kind of Perſecuriori; lab wet 
the Ulſages ſhewed'in France to t ;Roſberifiſt befor they an 
7o rhe utmolt violence - Bur we' (ce'thetn appear tnore 
what we have'to add, roiching the privacſorsof 5nd Pr 


ploys, 


(CP 
andiin opera, of, Amgaane: of.;gaining a Livelihoad;. 
EE [i COA cir. thag-has been . uſed: to 
> or gh ye rior hay! Bo Fompebend, that. in a. great 

m, as Fraxce is; where: the- Proteſtants were diſperſed 

qver all parts, there were, an, fake number who could hot (ub- 
fiſt nor. maintain their Families, bus Þ the liberty of ſerving the 
publigk, cither 4 +a DE, Amns,.T - QT $i $, hs 4998 
"org ing to his Call bh Hewy OS the £ breaf was fo. ſo well. convinced 

made it, an; EXpr 


A , the moſt 47 +5 perhaps wel ecu}: of all contained in 
his Edi : And therefore *twas here the Perſecutorschought them: ___ 
Five obliged, to ule their uunoſt-endeavaurs.. In = regard, 
ene the, Ara Toad rades ; oipths Pronn ralore 
t iaccefhibl; Sr 

2-54 Cs Sane maſtezſh Fog 
bus a they muſt be at;to oem, pray there 
being, no fates .þut was-faracd. for. this. purpole to ary yore 


Suits, under the of whi for. th 
(rect es, Toy ito ch, Parts r. the ang lk 
he PE SD as ma Oz 
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ay SE till this, i nanien.n was « mack, which at. one ſtroke 
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In 1680. the King iflued out an + Order, which deprived ow 

n general of all Lid of O of Oo gnn hu Employs, from the greateſt 
whe {a Tag tO CX- 
er oſean nag 6k int uar ry,.0r 
+ ay Hy be Cai: Coach-Men,. or. Waggoners, or 

pt wah Cs ot this nature. 

In the:year 1681. by a Decree of Council, all Notarics, Ar- 
-tOrneys; Golici roxs, and Sergeants, m__— Profellion of the Re- 
formed Religion, were rendered uncapable throughout: all the 
Ki Im. AYearafter, all Lordsand Gentlemenof the Refor- 

med Religion were-ordercd to dilcharge their Officers and Scr- 


vants 


{07 
20m ans ofxhe ig Religion, and not make uſe of chem in any caſes 
pet other reaſon than that of thaw Reb 

1683. all Officers belonging to :the Rings {Howhold, and 
Ne of the Princes -of the Blood, '\were-alfo' teulived imcapable 
of holding their Places. The Counceilors and other Officers of 

£5. Bens rye of accounts, and rhoſe''of Seneſchalſhip, 
wok ang Royalties, Abate + Provoſtſhips, and Mar: 
meplary Ex Exciſc; and who belonged 'to the 
Laſs Cons and ſuch like bivcetler;mere orderet! rolcave their 


1n 1684. all Secretaries beloogog to the King-and Great Offi- 
cers of Fraxces as well Ti 38 \Hlogorary ones, and their 
Widows, -were.;deprived.by..a of all -cheir Privi- 
ledgesof whar gatuce ſoeyer they wcne!. They alſo ied all 
ri e that had purchalsdaany Proiledges'for e eetci =y 


ners, and 208 without exocption.s- 
| Na 7, they proceeded to this excels," thar an would not ſuffer 
apy wivesof the Reformed to. do their Office, and 
y. ordained for the furure, our. Wives ſhould receive no af- 
SD has Comficion a from: Rowan Catholicks. *Tis 
how cularPerfons-and Families they 
ba Ea eyory ; Where, » by s ce rang ard umheard of Mcthods, 


ro ST an chro _ here were yet magy Wea 
CN Tok end they ber cite our an Edift Rte Council, 


by w the Canyetts, as they call-thews, were diſcha 

Leone their or theee _ This, Bain | 
moſt os on theReformiſts, who, kaving had a more parti- 
exfax ye Ec froxeel, and. Aﬀair wirh rheſe ef non wo Converrs, 


Conti firm-: and this ny. "kewiſe by ies way; for 
,they anne of the Converts of all the Debrs, which t ole of 
the ad contrated in common, which uence 
fell on _—_ Add to this, the prohibirion ro fall or-alicnate 
their Eſtates, on-any Prexence whatever, the King annulir and 
breaking; all,ContraQts, and:iother ats Yelaring:to that 
if it did? not appear, that aker rheſe AQts, they had ſtayed inthe 
694 PD, 1g- 


C8) 
Kingdom. a whole. Year : fo. that the laſt Remedy of helping 
chemſelyes with, cheir Eſtaces: in extream Necellity, was taket 
from:chers. ,7 They [deprived them likewiſe 'of another, which 
ſeemed the only One remaining, which was, to ſeek their Bread 
elſewhere, by. 90 ring Icon. other Countries, there to ger theit 
Living by Labour, ſince this was verge permitted them in Frame. 
By repeated Eg Edits #be King forbad them to leave'his Kingdom, 
on ſevere Penalties; whic hich drove them to the laſt-Deſpair ran 
7 a themſelves eds the - horrible neecliry of dy 
with Hunger in their own Countrey; without rg oo to go wie 
cliewhere. 'But- the: Cruclry of eir Enemies ſtopt- nor here, 
for t re, Ye roman ſome Gleonings in the Provinces, though 
thin asthoſe in Phayzo/s Dream.-The Intendants 
in ek Dit bad! order to. load the Retotimied* with Taxes, 
which they did, either by lay ſponatng thy ax of the New 
Catholicks, who wete 7" Fm. ereof on favour of their Cort- 
verſion, or by laying exorbirant Taxes, which they called -Du- 
Un that is. Ro 69s he-who, in the :ordinary Roll was aſſeſſed at 
Hify Live ms chat pabby this Tmpoſtion-ar' Seven 
ohe _ _ inane Theyts tefr; for. all was 
A aro WER _ theit- Tax- 
Es cit Noo teri of Dragoons,” or Impriſonment 
from wg chey were or feel gll they had paid the utmoſt 


—TheEw the wo fink © Mathins ich the' Clergy 
7 iſ; ;b$; : Ton wW a'Third; which we 
Ire termed  Jnfradtions as the og Natta, under pre-' 

of Explication- : Trp who' ola know their Number 
and Qua $I \ nftd: _ _ the. Books written, "and publi 


on.tl Io za the. Jeſuit Monjey ;' ari Author 
mor bel Hs. Tjuſicns my Hook _ Janna it Preſi- 
uit. of wer in. Lengueda. d all-the 


rurns,, which -rmeaneſt-and grit oP EE could in- 
vent, to crude we cleareſt Texts pa the Edie, "an 


I 7% hat _— ati: eentio@fo ma? 
0 {a of the Religion; invilttheRights that Natiire and Civil 


px Society 
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Sociery give to Mets Ye 4168 there a 

ildren nt OY Shih wg": 45h | 

Hon) 369 eg 'prerence, Foc the 
orci mak, that ar this. Age they SITES 
tigue 2t their Who pe oc act that this was a 
.mecr trick, {ing that on one bak el ict torbad to.rake the 
Chilaren from ther Partnisb i meavs:;, and on the 
other hand , che Edit << abd. contirmed. all the Nacural 
Rights, of which”, without Controvethe , this is one of the 
moſt inviolable. Was thereeygr a more ni lafraQion 
the Edit, than that, which forbad thoſe of the Proteſtant Reli- 


who had paſſed > oe | TOY retarn x0 that they 
fo elt, under ered the , 


them in pry LY boa Hh Ehcaparmi 
generally all the Rings ens Thy fo bor ni Mage for- 
bids bids the perplexing and roublng them , a 

contrary to this Libe Who ſees not 4 this Exception. , 


touching: the pr & 
cone he Eb, has hy 


tholicks not to | 

ed. 2 Ives Te 'of * Coolienc it docs it 1 in 
pe ern, orall thoſe, oa are, and ſhall be of the laid Re- 

I ion, Yor if, Ne ehneo lying: F4S.- was ek the 


tO, grant 1t110 


PETE, romp e making his 


ve mr to 4: cfortmed , the ' ; peiviſodg 
ſmall Schoals.in all He. where thi 
Regen 2 209 bo and by this Term of-ſmall or int EE 


herzcn ne might A Laroand Bt F ans TH ny 

one might tea "Thi is 

hich barb evet giyen in Ga oy. the Kingdara n.,. == 
ſtil givea when it concerns op Raman Carle 

Yeby a new aye pbar ira, , this 

the bare Liberty of-reaching to read, and waite, a as if lee: 


med were; unworthy: ro karnariy more”; and.thys on QJurpple, 40 


rire.oucthe Paxcnts , and 'dtive ibera ro; this, extremity , ci 
not to knqw. what tO dorwith their cn,.or be {arced to 
ſend-them to the Raman Catholicks N53 
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The Edi3 gave them the libetry in All places where they had 
"Churches, to' inſtrudt publickty heir Chiren and others, in 
ker oj: Buch Religion,” whi liſte the Right of 
reaching them Theology, ſeeing rheir Mis is nothing clſc 
buv this Religion. - And as to of 6, wherein hey might be 
—_ in Liberal Sciences, the Edict promiſed Lett oy Partents 
form. Yer 'rwas ſuppoſedthe e Fai gave no right tothe 
R eþd ro inftrutt them 6" in Theology. nor to have Colleges, 
and on this Suppofirion, three Acadiijes were condemned, all 
that remained.. Thar of Seda; _althou cue on a parti- 
cular EdiQ, was {i asthe reſt, and even before rhem. 
, Butwe muſt go fs = ſeeing we have undertaken, to 
ſhew in this Abridgment, th inal Tg they have done to 
exerciſe out Patience, bebe they Fury. We 
are not to pals over the new me or m v9 which were 
ro wn as ſo many new Inventionsto rormentus. The firſt oftheſc 
ders, which app , was touching the rganner of 
_ entering the "The number of Arrendarts were redu- 
cd wthitry Pore in rlioſe places whicre the; Exerciſe of our 
Religion was aQtually eſtabliſhed, and to ten where it was not. 
"Orders were alſoiffued out ro hinder the Communication of Pro- 
vinces with one another, by C . Letters, or otherwiſe 
though about matters of Alms and diſpoſal of Charity. Prohibi- 
 tionswere likewiſe made of holding Colloquies inthe Incerval of 
Derg For excepting intwo Cab the providing for Churches de- 
s of. their Miniſters and: « the OAOpanaggt of 


ſome rebeoch lewlcroge aa thoſe places 
lowed by the Ejia, «hide rh de fief, al 57 the 
Marks of ntl les, as ir, or Pulpit, andother things 
- of this: Natu ry ang, fikentt forbidden to receive» their 
Mien $1 in $hr deciding Voice there, cr to note 
"them inthe of choſethar belong'd to Churches.Othets 


" nbd thefi finging'o ms int private Houſes, as alſo ſome that 
chemi to ceaſe ſingj ng even theit Temples when 

the Sacrament pal why 6 rat doe of any Proceſſion. Others 
were made to rriazes, ſoch <> tires as were forbidden 
by thi Rimſh Chan, Orhiers forbad Miniſters to Preach any 
\nere, cen x iri cheplace of their. uſual Reſidence. Othersfor- 
ig in pl , unleſs ſent by the Synads, t Aw 

Conlierien *+rhem thicher accordiog to theiruſual to 
hes 
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Others were made ro hinder the Sync from 4s  t0.any 
Churches more Miniſtersthan were there | 
Ochers, to hinderthoſethar deſign'd for the , beak 
Frye Mary, hy ene ry dal ti 
ers, thou hey ordained inthe om, 
cy rhe ; part of their Lives. Others forbad Sal 
 rtina for rhe Miniſtry to relide . in where 
was forbidden, or nearer han {ix Miles of them. 
== Of Praying, Revling, as Shin in he rope, under 
retence i eading, ar in 
MePreſence of -l 7 Miniſter, laced hae bs by theSynod. One ri- 
diculous one was made totake away all the Backs of the Sean 
rhe Churches, reduce them all jo an exaRt Daten 
ther! to hinder "Churches that were a lirtle mor ali 
the Weaker for the maintenance of their Min: ſega 
cefliries. Another to oblige Parents'to give their bildren, 4 
changed their Religion, great Penſions. Another toforbid Mar- 
riages betwixt Parnes of difterenc Religions, cyca in the caſe of 
Scandalons Cohabitation. Another ny objbic thaſe of the Re- 
ligion, from that r{me, to entertain ir) & any \Domc- 
ſticksor Servants that were RomanCatholicks. A which. 
madethem unca albeM of being Tutors or Guardians ; and conſe 
Minors, whole Fathers dyed inche DOT 
of rhe Proteſtam R eligion; under the Power and Education 


of 
Rom Catholicks. Another forbidding Miniſters. and Elders 


{pA of their Flock, either diretUy or indireQly, toem- 
Religion, or to diſſuade them from it. Ano- 
en ier forbi ding Jews and Mahometans to embrace tht Reformed 
Religion; the Miniſters cither to inſtruct or receive them inco 
it, Rnarket fubj Synod toreceive ſuch Roman Catholick 
Comthiſfrarics as ſhould be ſent them frond the King, wich an ex- 
rm eaye See nothing, but in their preſence. Another for 
oiing the Confiſtorics to afſemble oftner than once in Fifteen 
and in gore ofa Catholick Commiſſary. . Another for- 
by ing Confiſtories to aſſiſt, on pretence of Charity to the Poor 
Sick Perſons of their Religion ; and ordaining that-the Sick 
ſhonld be” carried into their Hoſpitals, ſri Ig. 39y any 
Man to entertain them in their Houſes. - Another 
favour of Hoſpitals, all che ihe hay ents, and poly: Profs of of 
what nature ſocyer, which might _ apperrained to —_— 
KC 
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ned Church. _ Anorher forbidding Miniſters te came ncarer than 
Three the ny lges. of Pr 
was'in' \ PRI FO ated £0- 


all rhe Sremerand his fe apart. ; 

Poor, even in foch C es as up =1 yer ding. Another 
fubjeting fick- and Pg oh nn bo. BE the neceſſity of receiving 
Viles,omerimes from m Jug es Sopeatios eggs LP War 


ſomerimes of -Cur other. Ecz 
cietichs ro:nduce tht pr pore te Religh dig Of require 
of expreſs Declarations toncerning 'it. ther forbid- 


ding Patemst ſend their- Children before frxeeen years of Age 
ro travel in Forreign Countties\, on any pretcnge. whatſoever, 


Another prohibiring Lords or Gentlemen ro continue; the exerciſe 
En 


of Religion inthcir Houſes, titels they th; 


Titlesbefore the Cornyiftari &, and obrain thera 
w havePreaching. ' Another dieſer ooh right of enter- 


Eine. "Anorherwhrich knch ( a L Slee es '- F TLUTY'S we ys 
SED, Hs : EH = _ 


and on of rhe Ckrgy Ts | 
birion! Thcectvng no thee len: e whoha 2p wok 
ped their Regions Dk <> dren, nor CET: 
-of wharAge, tion ſoeyer, (under pain of IT 
cheir Churches, and the Miiiſters doi mig por it 
Banifhment and Ccnfifcation of their 


fide, the ſerting up ' p Lo I the Teroples NA eo Ber ag rhe 
Carholicks to. TNEANS, 25 y one reſol- 
ved to change his Relithon y needed only any. & him doit 


in private, and to find im gr next Morning inthe Temple, ro 

be obſerved there by rhe Catholicks, . who were in their Gear 

Immcdiately x Inpermations were ade and-afterwards. Condem- 

nations, in-all vhe. Rig ur Of. of the'Ta PFs Rowan Cathalicks 

needed ouly WW TRE oe” under wer, Fa ther 

_ a ere, andchen Joy roof amongſt the 
ud this was a_Contrayention to the Det wy 


an: ' 


—— ww > 


; unavoidable Condemnation, *E8by-this means de- 
an = they have de- 


make a ftrong Impreifipn in 616 Reforms Minds:;;. whereuno 
thefo tended. And.in ettect;;: there: were .many of them, 


dom, - ſome tran{porred themfelves ingo , and ſome 
into another, according as their Inclinations. led « Bur this. 
was what the Court never intended, for. more than one reaſon ;. 
andShercfore to hinder them , they renewed;from- tine: to time 
this Decree, which we have. mentioned, which ſtrictly: protiibiced,. 
nader the malt ſevere Penalties, any to depart [4 Pa on with-- 


out leave; and tothisend they ftrictly guarded all P on the 
Fronticrs. Butthele Precautions dil notanſwer their Expettati-- 
ons, and *twas better to'blind the People, *by hopes of abating 
this rigorous ulage at home ; and wo.. this end in "1669. the King 
revoked feveral violent Decrecs,, which produced: the Eflett ex-- 
peted. For though tbe Jadicious faw'well cnough,thar this Mo- 


deration ſprang not from a good Principle, and that, in the Se- 


quel, the ſame Decrces would be put in cxceution , ycr.the moſt 
imagined they would fl]. confine themſelves wichin ſome - 
Bounds in oye regatd; and tharthey wouldnot pals'to a total De-- 


ftruion. i. | 

'We have often drawn the fame Conduſions from the ſeveral: 
Verbal Declarartions,which came many times from the Kings own- 
Mouth, that he pretended not toindulge us, but: he would do us. 
perfe& Juſtice, and ler us enjoy the.beneftts af the Edicts in their 
whole extent, that he would be very gladtoſfce all his Subjects 
re-unitedto the Catholick Religion, and would tor-the cficcting 
this, contribute all his Power, bur there ſhould be no Bloud ſhed, 
during his Reign, on this account, nor auy violence exerciſed. 
Theſe preciſe and re-iteratedDeclararions.,gave us bopes the King 
would not forget chem 3 and ally-m effcntial he 


-would let us enjoy the effects. of has Bounty and Equity..;- *I was - 


the moreexpected by aLettcer, -he wrote to the Elector of Brar* 
denburgh theCopia of which the Miniſters of State toak care to - 
difperle throu thewhole Kingdom. - His Majeſty affured him, 
that he was well fatisfyed with the-Behavious of his. Proteſtants 


Subjects. , 
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Subjefts, fronr whence he drew this natural Concluſion , that he 
To ahdR wematyagd  managerents uſed ſometimes in 
O we ts uſed ſometimes in the 
Council, where Churches avere- conſerved , at the ſame time 
when others were crdeted-to be demoliſt,”d ; ro make the World 
believe, hey obſerved meaſuresiof Juſtice; and'thar thoſe which 
they condemned, were not grounded on Titles. Sometimes 
they ſoftned: | ſeveral too rigorous Decreesz other times they 
ſeemed not to approve of the violences offered by the Intendants 
and. Magiſtrates; eyen-to the giving of orders to moderate them. 
In this manner did they -hinder the execution of a Decree 
in the'Parliament of Rowen, which enjoyned -thoſe of C- 
formed Religion to fall on their Knees, when they mer the Sa- 
.crament. Thus did they ſtop the proſecutions of -a puny Judge 
of Charenton, who ordcred us to(trike out of our Li aprayer 
which was compoſed for the faichful,thar er the T'y« 
ranny of Antichriſt. *Tis thus alſo, that they did not extreamly 
favour another Pcrſccurion which began ro - come general in the 
Kingdom againſt che Miniſters, under prerence of obliging them 
to take an Oath of Allegiance , wherein other Clauſes were in« 
{crrted, contrary to whar Miniſters owe to their Charges and Re- 
ligion. *Twas thus alſo they ſuſpended the execution of ſome 
iQs, which chemſelyes had procured, as well to T'ax the Mi- 
niſters, as£0.0blige them to -refide preciſely in the. place where 
they exerciſed their Miniſtry. With the ſame” the Syndic's 
of the Clergy , had the Art to let che principal Churches of the + 
Kingdom to be at reſt,for many years withour diſturbance in their 
Afſlemblics ; whilſt they inthe mean time, deſolared all thoſe in 
the Country. They ſuſpended allo rhe condemnation of the Uni- 
en pry momma them for rhe laſt, It was alſoin this view, 
that at the firſt ſeemed unable to believe, and ar laſt nor 
ro approve of the cxcefſes, which one Marillgc an Intendant of 
Potu, commited itt his Province : A manpoor and cruel, more 
takeout rr) de roger rb er 
t a clauſe expretly ro make thele tt 
ans” Bur 2 all rheſe illuſtons, there's none mare remarka- 
ble, than trve or fix, which will not be improper here to take 
notice of : .T he firft was, That. at the very time, when .at the 
Court they iflucd our all the Decrees, Declarations, and EdiQts, 
which we haye ſpoken of here before, and which they cauſed ” 


(15) 
be pur in execution with the greateſt rigour , at the ſame time, 
that they interdiCted their Churches, emoliſhed their Temples, 

ws woo particular perſons. of their Offices and Employmen , 
uced People ta Poverty and Hunger, ingpriſoned them, loaded 
them with £ baniſh? chem,and 3 in a word, ravag'dalmoſ2t all; 
the Intendants,Governours, Magiſtra and other Officers in Payts, 
and over all the Kingdom, coolly a ve out,the Ring 
had not the leaſt intention to couch of Naztes;, 
would moſt Religiouſly obſerve ir.. The ſecond was, that i in =_ 
ſame cps which the King, ubliſh?d to forbid Roman Catho+ 

Jicks to embrace rheReformed Religi _ which was in the year 
1682. br b poten at a time when they had already greatly: 
advanced the work of our deſtrution z they cauled a formal. 
Clauſe to be inſerred in theſe terms, That he confirmed the Edit 
of Nantes,9s much as it w4s or ſhould be needful. The third, That. 
in the Circular Letters which the King: wrote to.che B 
Iotendants, to oblige them to {ſignifie the Paſtoral Adyertilemenc 
of the Clergy to our Conliſtories, he.tells them in expreſs rerms, 
That his intention ws ried that they ſhs ſhould cd Rn Regs might: 
rage n what granted to 5m 107, . 

'%5 ts and Dar made 11 t —— 

RO an no pncoganen ron publiſh the {rt _ 
the year . 19th King ordained, That Miniſters ſhould not co 
main in th ns Church, above the, {pace of pages aw 
.xerurn £9 the firſt, within the < Ag welve ;z and.that hey 
ſhould be thus tranſlated fram.Church to Church , at leaſt rwens 
iy Leagues diſtant from the other ; ſuppoſing by a- manifeſt con- 
equence, that his ney 2 ct to permit the exerciſe of Reli- 

on ro the Minifler * hob for oo cars at leaſt: 
ho heed they they at char moment defign*d the Revecation-of 

061 kt, and had reſolved it in the Council The fikh contifts ir a: 

preſented tro the King, by the —_— of®rhe C 

 atthe ſametime, that. they .were drawin ict to rev 
= of Nantes, and put into the Hands 0 = Procurer General 

ro frame itz. and inthe Decree which was;granted on-rhis requeſt, .. 

the Clergy complain'd of the miſrepreſentations which the Mi- 

| niſters arc wont zo make of the Rowan, Church , co. which rnd 

xttribute Do#trines which they donot hold, and belecch his 

idly ro provide againſt ic... And alſo expreſly declared, Pun - 

nat yet deſire the. Revocation of the. Edit, upan which ok 

Kiag:, 


A 


Ig" > 
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"King by his Decrce expreſly forbad the Mtniſters to ſpeak cither 
nobd-6r herr, direMly or madiretly of the Church of Roms in 
rheir-Sermons ; ſuppoſing, as eycry one may-ſee; thar *rwas his 
Intention ſtiH 'to let them Preach 5; were. eyer ſuch. illuſions 
known? Bur wasthere ever any greater than this which they. puc 
inthe very Edi we ſpeak of > The King after having cancelled 
.and annuPd the Edi&t of Nartes, and all rhat depended thereon, 
.after having interdided for cyer all publick Religious Exerciſcs. 
healſo for cyer bariif'd all the Miniſters from his Kingdom, an 
cxprelly declares, that his will is, that his other SubjeQs, who 
are not willing to change their Religion, may remain where they 
are in all Libzrty, cnzoy their Eſtates, and live with the fame 
Freedom as heretofore, without any moleſtation on prertence of 
their Region, ri} it ſhall pleaſe God tocnlighren *and convert 
them. Theſe were Amnſements and Snares to. entrap .rhem, as 
it has {ince appeared, .andit ſtill appears "_ day by the horri- 
ble-ulages they {nffer, and of which we ſhall in what fo.lows. 
But we ſhall, firſt, mention a preparatory In, which the 
Perſecurors have not fail'd to employ to effect their Defign and 
whichwe haye reckoned to be-the 'Sixth m order. 'Tr confaſts* in 
diſpoſing inſenſiblythe People by degrees to defire our Deſtruli- 
on; to approve of itwhen dane, and to diminiſh in their Mind 
<he-Horror which naturally they-muſt have ar the Cruelties,and 
Injuſtices of our Perſecut ors Contrivarces. For this purpole ſe- 
veral means have been uſed, and the commoneft haye-þcen the 
Sermongof -the Miſfionarics and other Controverſial Preachers, 
with which the Kingdom has bzen for ſortie years 'ftockr, under 
the Title of Royal Miſſrorns. There were fitting Youths, chofen 
Aor this purpoſe, -who had ſuch an Education'given them, which 
was (o far from making them Moderate as rather enflamed them ; 
10 that*tiscafy to comprehend what. Actors theſe are, when they 
not only found themſelves upheld, but ſaw themſelves moreover 
ler 68, and had expreſs Orders to inſpire their Kearers with Cho- 
ler.” And fowell did:they acquit themſelyes. herein, .thar *rwas 
not their fault if Popular Emotions have not followed thercon 
in great Cities, yea'in Paris it (ct, had-not the Prudence of- the 
Magiſtrates hindred rhem, To the Preachers we mult join the 
"Confeflors-and DireQors of Mens Conſdiences, rhe Monks, the 
Curites, andin general, all che Fcdeſiafticks from'theigheſt.ro 


he loweſt ; for they being not ignorant of rhe -Courts Intention 


in 
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' for. the*meaner L 
is Mortification to ſee this » 
vedby all thoſe who were a d above the Mobile. Where- 


the Id | 
Ro Res are oa 


he has fince had the leaſure to L 
by the ſmart and pertinent Anſwers which have been ive bm. 


*rwas not agrecable, becauſe his perſon was not; he was {© ill gratiti- 
ed for it, that he complained thercofto the + onrag* hems, 
in a Lexter, the Copies whereof were diſperſed over 

Amongſt other things, he exa his Misfortune, andcom- 


a Taylor, and at preſerr Author of the Hiſtor 
Pacification ; nor Mr. Nicole, once a great Zanſeniſt 


Profel or of t 


| nary Dany A 
muſt be planted by Fire and Sword, al- | 
ledging for the proof thereof a King of Narway, who converted 
the Nobles of his country, by -— I them, To ſlay their Chl 
| en, 


wi las 


£ ly - ſent 
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Thither they 


became wor f 
Ee 


ks | 
Repare itz but? eo nan ch cumin ae; x be 
ro therefore w ve an. 
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and {moakt 'rhem with Whitſps of wet Bay, till they were no 

longer able-to bezr ir, and when they had Chee thee dow, if 
cy a 


ro the queſh 
vingrhem of their Reaſon, 
ſent ro be Catholics. T 
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4 | CS, 7 : » L | | 
this'Condition call'd - on. God for their . Aſſiſtance, 
them to let chem go. They beat them with Staves, 
r1cm, all bruiſed, to the Churches, where their bare 
ſ:nce was accounted for an Abjurarion.. 'T 
[png Oe or cight _ , Iclieving one 
th 
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em Night and Day, keept them waking.. They threw 
Buckersof Water an thee 7-4 5g n them” a.1000 
wavs,. holding over their H Kettles rurned downwards, 
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blew up Men and Women with Bollows, even -cill they -were 1. 


to burſt. | | | 
after theſe horrid uſages, there were yer any that refuſed to 
p1m, they impriſoned them; and for this choſe Dungeorg dark 
and noyſom, jn which they exerciſed them ſorts u- 


. 


PERL 


(22) ; 
mts og maob 342 hn. Ig) LTDH 11:23 by 
meſes The et rockers Cn- =p 


d Mihrary:( the Ir 
; TE Tjoocky ich 
Jj; F in $664 =. 336 at any 
-ofr ener 


av { 
habit liregdy ruined, 

cAme. Cloles: addingrheretbimoſt 
might over-awethem,, land thermrhe: neiv 
cxecute whatthey had promiſed ;:whitheeh 
ſucecls, cheeaule; the Poople'didryerpti 
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” [ofthe Houſe, 
thitkingto-get rid of ithe-Dragoods;had obeyed ' and” fioned what ' 
they; woald,: he was, not freed frocr (then for all 5 i his | 
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Pina this was inthe Kingdom 'the Court were 
eonlult  etings 


; which! conliſted ih repealing the 

Edi& of Naztes ; much time Kev avi | map che matter 
and form aki tomfidits. w he King detain 
all rhe Miniſters, and force on > ; they res Faleys ro change 
NEW Weis or xondorat tn 26) perpetizal- ——_— 
cy 


poocandy ut avant prone nimrhy ro 

rers. This bt cealorung prevailed z *rwas then reſolved” or to 
we Cay Þ i <tr ure: remained, the BIA 
X hich 6 form as fc hm judge inc fixing: Bar 
to be done  ;The fit ro-obli ety of tes Clem ſe- 


paratcly to'preſent to the Kir raing the 
Lowry Arad yon in which af 


themſelves from the reproaches; which ight be caſt on them as 
the Authors of ſo many Milcries, Injuſtices an Oppreſfions' which 


again, | 

In fine, This Reyocative Edit of Names, was pc and pub- 
in the'year 1665. 

Tis aid the Chancellor of France, ſhewed an extream joy in 

Sealing itz but it laſted not | this being the laſt ching he did. 


ro ecome one of ourPerſecutors, by 

The Edi& was Regiſtred.in the Parliament of Paris, and-im- 
mediately after in the gthers. Ir contains a Preface, and Twelve 
Articles. In the Preface, the King ſhews that Henry the _ 
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Grandfather did not give the Edict, aud L2wis:his Father -—m ar 
confirm it, by his, dx Edit of Niſmes, bur in. the-deſi 
endeavouring more. etk@ually the. re-union-of rheir Subj * 
the pr reformed; Reli to the Catholick Church; 
and that this was alſo che Det gn —— he had himſelfar his firſt 
coming'to the Crown. /. I bat *as true, he had bug hiadred by the 
Wars, which he was forced to carry 00 againſt the Enemies of his 
State ; bye that at preſene/being ——_ with all the -Princcs of: 
Ewate he Lan ve himl(elt ro the, making ofthis Re-union. 

hat God ha —— him the Grace of accom king it, and 
Hoe] the dow; = belt part of his: SubjeRts of the ſai Religi- 
on had embraced the Catholick one, thele: Edits of Nantes and 
Ni{mes conſequently became yoid and uſelels. By che fuſt Arri- 
de, he {uppreſles and regpals them, ig all their, exeeritz and; or-. 
dains that, all their Temples; which are FLoxg "Jo ſtanding i in-his 
Kirgdom, ſhall bc inmedaately demoliſhed the Second, he 
Forbes all ſorts of Religious Aſlemblics-of what: kind ſoeyer.: 
The Third, Spy race the Excl of Religion to.all Lords and 
Gentl:men 0 $7y.Quali Is und: under A Ys Poa ant Conh(- 
cation of their 9 hsKingdom: 
all the Miniſters, and cnjoins AVON patt. mg bore. Fit-- 
teen days after the publication of this Elic under the Þ; of 
being ſent to the Gallics. Inthe Fifth and op he promiſes Re- 


compences and. Advantages to the Minifiar wo Widows, 
who ſhoul ropes e their RY and Eighth 

he forbids Fe Ml Ing of arm In t q pronto reformed 
Re{igion, dains that tho 


ol Eapriſed, and brought -4 in _ Carbon, jm by 
ing Parents to ſend them to the Churches, under the P 
of being fined 5oo Livers. The Ninth giycs Four Months time 
to ſuch Eaont a have oh gry already ont. of the Kingddnx to: 
return , otherwiſe .their i. be ; chafifdated.. ' 
The Tenth, with repeaccd Peck ions. Drbide all his' Sabjefts 
of the ſaid Religion todepart ourbf his Realm, they, their Wives: 
and Chiliren, or to convey away. their Effects, under pai of the 
Gallics for the Men, and of Confiſcation of Fodv and Goods tar 
the Women. T TheEleventh, confirms 83-000 owonr 
made againſt thoſe char Relapſe. "he T wcltth declares, thavas 
rothe reſt of his Subjetts of e fac Religions they may, till Ged 


calightens them, 'remain in = Coed of his Kingdom, O_— 
and 


(26) 
and Lands of his Obedience, there continue their Commerce, and 
enjoy their Eſtates,without T roubleor Moleſtationu rang 
ot the ſaid Religion,on condition, that they have no lies un- 
der pretex tof Praying,or exerciſing any religious Worſhip what- 
ever. | 
In order to put this Edi&t in execution, the very ſame day that 

it was regiſtred and publiſhed at Pars, they began to demoliſh 
the Church of Charenton. The eldeſt Miniſter thereof was com-+ 
manded to leave Paris within ewenry four Hours, and immedi- 
ately to-depart rhe Sag. For this end they put himintothe 
Hands of one of the Kings Foormen,; with orders not to leave 
him till he was out of his Dominions. His Collegues were lictle 
berrer treated, they gave them forry ſe bours to quit Pars, 
and then leftthem upon their Parole. The reſt ofthe Miniſters 
were allowed fifteen days, bur ic can hardly be believed ro-what 
Vexartions and Cruclties they were all expoied. Firlt of all, they 
neither permicted them to diſpoſe of their Eſtates, nor to carry a- 
way-any of thcir moveablcs or cflefts, nay ithey diſpured them 
their Booksand private Tags cen pretence,that they muſt juſtify, 
on De anna 
's v'd,which-wasa 1mp ſince there were no Con- 
{iſtories, that then _—_— 

leave to take along with them ecicher Father or Mother, or Bros 
ther or Siſter, or any of their Kindred,though there were mot 
them infirmdecay'd and poor,which could not ſubſiſt but by their 
means;" they went {o far, as even to deny them their own Chil- 
dren; if chey were above ſeven Years Old; nay, ſome they took 
from.chem that were under thar Age,and even ſuch as yet hang'd 
upon their Mothers Breaſts. They refuſed them Nurſesfor their 
_ \ war — ior the ——_— not give Suck. = 
ome Frontier ' ey ſtopped and impriſoned them, upon di- 
vers tidiculousPrerences ;- they muſt immediately provethar th 
were really the ſame Perſons, which their Certificates mentioned; 
they were to know immediately whether there were no Criminal 
Proceſs or Informations againſt them z they muſt preſencly jultfy, 
chat they carryed away nothing that belonged to their Flacks ; 
ſometime after they had rhwus detained and amuſed rhem, .they 
were told that the fifteen davs of the Edict wereexpired, andthar 
chev ſhould nor have Liberry to xerire,bur muſt go ro the Gal- 
lies. There is no kind of Deceitand Injuſtice which they did not 
think of to involyc them in Tromnbles. pnes 


Beſide, they would not give them 
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Astothe reſt, whom'the Force of Perſecutian-and hard Ulage 
conſtrained to leave their Houſes and Eftates, and to fly che King- 
dom, it isnot to be umagined what dangers they expoled them to. 
Never wcre Orders. more ({eyvere or more ſtrict, than thoſe thar 
were given againſt them. They doubled the Guards in Poſts, Ci- 
ties, ;oh-Ways, and Foards, they coyered the Country” with 
Soldiers, they armed cven. the Pelants to ſtop thoſe that paſled, 
or to kill them : They forbad all the Officers of the Cuſtorns to. 
fuffer any Goods, Moveables, Marchandize, or other Effefts, to 
paſs. Ina Word, they forgot nothing that could hinder the flight 
of the perſecuted, even to the interrupting almoſt all Commerce 
with Neighbouring Nations: By this means they quickly filled 
all the Priſons in the Kingdom; for the fear of the Dragoors, 
the Horror of ſeeing their Conſciences forced , and their Chil- 
drentaken away, and of living for the furure in a Land where 
there was neither Juſtice nor Humanity for them, obliged every 
one to think of an eſcape, and to abandon all to fave their Per- 
ſons. All theſe poor Priſoners have been ſince treated with un- 
heard of Rigours,ſhur up in ys 0s with heavy Chains, 

with Hanger and deprived of all Converſe, bur 

thar of their Perſecurors. They put many into Monaſteries,where 

they cxpericnce none of the leaſt Cruelties; Some there are {o 

Happy 2 to dye in the midſt of their Torments, others have at 

under the Weight of the Temptation, and ſonte by the 

extraordinary Affitance of Gods Grace, do ill ſuſtain ic with an 
Heroick Courage. 

Theſc have been the Conſequences of this new EdiCt in this 
reſpet ; but who would not have believed that the Twelfth Ar- 
ricle would have ſhelter'd the reſt of che Reformed ; that had a 
mind ſtill to ſtay in the Kingdom, ſince this Article exprefly aſ- 
ſures my mn may lve there,continue their Trade,and en- 
joy their , without being troubled or moleſted upon pre- 
rence of their Religion. Yet ſee what they have ſince done,and yer 
do to theſe poor Wretches. They have not recall'd the Dragoons 
and other Soldiers which they diſpa:cht into the Provinces before 
che Edit : On the contrary, they to thisday commir with grea- 
ter Fury the ſame Inhumanities, which we have before repreſeri- 
ted : beſides this, they have marched them into Provinces,where 
there were none before, as Normandy, Picardy, le Berry, ( hams 
patgn? , Nevernois, Orleans ,  Beleſſers , and the Iſle of France. 

| D 2 They 


ED. 
"They Jdorhe fame Violence there,exert the ſame-Fury they doin 
other Provinces. -. Payis.1t felt, where methinks this Article of 
the Edit: ſhould have beer belt obſerved, becauſe fo near the 
Kings Preſence, and more immediarely under the Government 
of the Court, Parzs, I ſay, was'no more ſpared than the reſt of the 
Kingdom: . Ihe very day thatthe EdiCt was publiſhed, withour 
moredelay, the Procurer-Genetal, and ſome other Magiſtrates, 
began to {end for: Heads of Families to come to their Houſes. 
There they declared to them. rhar.' *rwas/ abſolutely the Kings 
Will chat they ſhould change their Religion, chat they were no 
berrer. than the reſt ct his Subjects, and rhar it they would nor do 
itwillingly,-the King would:make tiſe'of means, which he had 
ready, to compel them. '' Arthe —_—__ they bgni1.d by Ler- 
ters under the Privy Seal, all che Elders of the Conſiſtory, toge- 
_ther-withſome others, in-whom they tound more of Conftan 
anJi Reſolution; and to diſperſe them, choſe ſuch places as were 
moſt remote from Commerce, where they have ſince uſed them 
with.a+pteart- deat-of Cruelty, ſome complyed,- others are yer 
vnder Suffcrings. EUN PETE 7 vaſe | 
he diligence of the Pracurer-General and Magiſtrates, not 
ſucceeding ſo fully as they. wild, though Threats and Menaccs 
were not wanting, Monjiexr Se.gneltay, Secretary of State, would 
aiſotry abdeiniboace he could have within his Diviſion at Pars. 
For thisend, ;he got rogechor about five ot-{ix {core Merchants, 
andothers into:/his. Houle, and after having ſhur the as procncl 
with preſented them with the form of an Abj uration, and com- 
manded them in the Kings Name ro lign it; declaring, that they 
ſhould nor ſtir out of Doors till they had obeyed. The Con- 
tcntsof this Form were,not only that they did renounce the He- 
reſic'df -Galryn,; and: enter into the Catholick Church, bur alſo 
that they did this: voluntarily, and without being forced or com- 
pelled-ro jt;, Thiswas done in an Imperious manner, and with 
an air - of ; Authority, yet there were ſome rhat dared to ſpeak, 
but they were ſharply anſwer'd, That they were not to dilpute 
ir, butto obey 3. ſorhar they all Sigr'd b:fore they went aur. 
To:thefe Mechols they added others more terrible,as Priſons, 
atually: ſeizing of rheir Eflets, and Papers ; the taking away of 
their Children, rhe ſeparation of Husbands and Wives ; and in 
tine, the great Merhod, that is to ſay, Dragoons and Guards. 
Thoſe that molt firmly ood out, they ſ:nt ro the BaFz!e, and » 
the 
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the Fort FEwveguez they confin'd them to. their own or other: 
Houſes, wheie they lay concealed for fear of Diſcovery; they 
flunde:i'd thoſe of many others, not. ſparing their perſons, jult as 
they had done in other places. | 

Thus the 12th Article of the Edi, which promiſed ſome re- 
laxation, and a ſhadow of Liberty, was nothing but an cgregi- 
ous deceit to amuſe the credulous , and keep rhem from thinking 
to make their eſcape, a ſnare to catch them with the:'more eaſe. 
The Fury ſtill kept its uſual courſe, and was heated to fuch a de- 
grec, that not content with the Deſolations in the Kinglom- , it 
centred even into Crarge, a Soveraign Principality, where the King 
of- Right has no poxer, and taking Miniſters away from. thence 
by force, remov'd them. into Pritons. , Thither., che Dragoons 
were ſent, who committed all kind of mitfchietz and by torce 
conſtrained the* Inhabirants thereof, both Men, Women and 
Children, and the very Officers of the Prince to chavge their 
Religion. And this is the ſtare of things in the year 1685. and 
this is the accompliſhment 'of the dealing which the Clergy has 
ſhewed us three years ſince , towards the. end .of their Paſtoral 
Letrer ; uu mul expect miſchiefs mare dreaiful and 1ntolerablethen 
all thiſe, which hitherto your Revolts and Sckiſms have drann down 
#Þon you. And truly they bave not been worle than their words. 

here are ſome in the Kingdom : who ſtill continue firm, and 
their Perſecutions are ſtill-continu'd to them. T kere are invented 
every day new Torment, againſt thoſe whom force has made to 
change their Religion, becauſe they are ſtill obſerved to figh, and 
groan under their hard fervirude;. their hearts deteſtiag what 
thcir mouths have profcſt,andtheir hands ſigned. As to ſuch that 
have eſcaped into Forcign Countreys , who are at Je-ſt. 1 59000 
perſons, their- Eſtates are Conhſcated; this being all the hurt 
which can'be done to them at preſent. I ſay at preſent; for 'is 
not to be queſtioned, bur our Perſccutors are contriving to Cx- 
end their Cruelties farther. But we muſt hope in the compalli- 
ons of God, that whatſocver intentions they may have in deſtroy-- 
ing the Proteſtant Religion in all places, he. will not permit-them- 
to cet their deſigns. The World will furcly open ars Eyes; and 
this which they now come from doing with a high hand, and a 
worſe then bat barous Fury, will ſhew not only = Proteſtants , 
butthe wiſe and circumſpect Catholicks, what thev are to expect, 


buth one and the other, from ſuch a fort of People. 
A. 
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In effeft, he that ſhall give himſelf the leiſure to refle&t on the 

matters of Fat-which we come now trom relating , which are 

, things certain, and afted inthe face of rhe Sun, he ſhall ſce nor 
only the Proceſtants ſu bur che King's Honour ſullied, his 
Countreysdamnified ; all the Princes of Eurpe interefled , and 
even the Pope kimſelf, with his Church and Clergy , ſhametully 
diſcredited. 

For to begin with the King himſelf: What could be more 
contrary to his Digniry,then to put him upon breaking his word, 
and perſwading him that he might with a ſafe Conſcience violate, 
revoke, and annul fo ſolemn an Edit as that of Nazts. 

Topalliate in ſome ſort the Violence of this proceeding , they 
make him ſay in this new Edi&t, That the beſt and pagers. part of 
the Reform'd Religion has mmbraced the Catholick ; and therefore the 
execution of the Eartt of Nantes, ani whatſozvrr elſe has been done 
ſoup of the [ame Reon, remains U1d. But is not this an 

uſjon unworthy of his Majeſty , ſeeing that if this beſt and 

ſt part of -his Subjetts of the Reformed Religion have cm- 

raced the Catholick ; they haye done ir by force of Arms , and 

by the cruel and furious Opprefſion which his own Troops have 
laid-upon them. 


Perhaps one might thus ſpeak, had his Subjefts changed their 


Reighe of their own free will, alchough that in this caſc too, 
the Priviledges of the Edi& continue for thoſe that remain. Bur 
after having forced them to change by the horrible inhumanities 
of his Dagocess afrer having deprived them of the Liberty 
which the EdiX gave them; to fay coldly, that he only-revokes 
che EdiCt, becauſe it is now uſcleſs, 1s a Raillery pew. {o -_ 
a Prince. For it isas much asif he ſaid,that he was indeed obliged 
to continue to his Proteſtant SubjeRts all the Priviledges due to 
chem ; bur having himſelf overthrown them by a major Force, he 
finds himſelf at youne wy and fairly diſcn from this 
5 Obligation: Which is juſt as if a Father, who himſelf had cur his 
Childrens Throats, ſhould glory in the being henceforward freed 
from the care of nouriſhingand protefting them. Are other Kings 
wont thus ro expreſs themſelves in their Edits 2 
What rhey make him moreover ſay, to wit, That Henty the 
Great, his Grandfather, gave only the Eaift of Nantes to the Pro- 
teſtants, that he might the better ffeft their re-union to the Roman 
Church; That Lewes the 13thalſo,his Father,had the ſame deſign, 


when 


, 
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when he gave the Edit of Nijaves ; and that he himſelf had en 
rred therein at his coming to the Crown, is but a pitiful Sahw2. 
Bur ſuppoſe (lceing they ate willing we ſhould do fo) the truth 
of this Diſcourſe, and take we it ſimply » and according to the 
Letter, in the ſenſe wherein chey gave it us, what can we con- 
clude thence, bur theſe following Propoſitions : That Henry the 
Great, and Lewis the 13th, gave o:1ly the Edidts ro our Fathers 
ro deceive them , and with an intent to ruine them afterwards 
with the caſe, under the mask of this Fraud. Thar nor 
being able ro do this, being hindred by other affairs, they have 
committed this important ſecret to his preſent Majeſty, to the end 
he ſhould execure ir when he mt with an _— TT hat his 
preſent Majeſty entring into the thought of this ar his firſt coming 


_ tothe Crown, he only confirmed rhe Edits and Declarations of 


1643 and 1652. with other advantagious Decrees to the Reform- 
cd Religion, bur ro impoſe on them the more finely, (lay ſnares in 
their way) oc if you pleaſe, crown them, as they crown'd of 
old the.Sacrificesz "Thar all that has been done againſt them, ſince 
the Peace of the Perences, till this time, according to the abridg- 
ment which we haye made of ir, has been only the execution of a 
Proje&, bur of a Projeft far more ancient than we imagine, 
ſceingwe muſt date it from the Edi of Naptes , and aſcend up 
tro Henry the Great: Inrfine, That what has been till now,has been 
a great myſtery, but is nor one at preſent ; ſeeing the King by this 
ay Edict diſcovers it to all the World, thathe may be applaud- 

cd for it. | 
Will irnot be acknowledged rhat the Enemies of France,who are 
willing to difcredic the Condudt of irs Kings, and render them odi- 
ous to the World, have now an happy —_— Henry the 
Great gives his Edi& to the Proteſtants with the greateſt Solemni- 
ry imaginable, he gives it them as a Recompence of their Serv{ces; 
he promiſes ſolemaly to obſerve itz and as if thiswas not enough, 
he binds hiinſelt thereunto with an Oath ; he executes it to the 
ucmoſt of his Power, and they peaceably enjoy'd it to the end of 
his Reign: yetall this is but a meer Snare , for they are to be 
Dragoon'd at a proper time: Bur bzing himſelf ſurprized by 
Death, he could nor do it, but leaves it in charge ro Lewis the 
13th hisSon. Lewis the Thirteenth aſcends the Throne, iflues 
out his Declaration immediately, that he acknowledges the Edift 
of Nantes as perpitual and irrcyocable, itnceding not a nope 
? rma- 
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Ermation, and that he would Refigoulhy obſerve. cyery Article 
of it, and therefore ſends Commillioners to ſee. itaRually execn- 
ted, - Whea he .begins a, War, he proteſts he deſigns not at Re- 
ligion, and.ia.cfic& he permits the tull Libertyrof ig, /in thoſe ve- 
ry Towns he takes by Aſſault:, He gives his Edict of Nijmes, as 
the Edict of a Triumphant Prince, yer declares therein he under- 
{kands, that of Namtes ſhould be ipviolably kept, and ſhows hirnſelt 
ro the laſt as good as his WordBur chisis only ntended to lull the 
Proteltants allcep, m expeZarion of a - ftavourable.occalion . 10 de- 
{troy them. - Lewis the Fourteenth, at his coming-to the Crown 
confirms the Edict, and declares, 'T hat he will maintain, the Re- 
tormed in all their Priviledges z he afterwards affirms in another 
Declaration, - how highly he is ſatisfied in their Services; and” 
mentions his defign of- making them ro enjoy their Rights. Bur 
this-is but Aba 4p pe and an artifice to, intrap. them, the 
b2tterto colour oft the projett of ruining them at a convenient 
time: What a Character now of. the Kings of Fraxce will this 
afford,. to irs Enemies , and. foreign Nations; and what confi- 
gence do they think, will be hencetorward put in their Promiſes 
and Treatics; for.if they deal thus with, their own Subjects, if 
they careſs thema only to ruine them, what mary Strangers expet. 
from *em. | Conſider we-a while what they make the King lay, 
TT hat at his firſt coming to the Crown, he was in the deſign which 
he now comes from executing. - They would fay without doubt, 
from the time he aftually took: in hand the Reins of Government; 
for. he was too young before, to: enter perſonally on any deſign 
of this nature: he enter?d thereon: then preciſely at the time , 
when the Civil Wars. were ended. But what does this mean, 
but that-he undertook this deſign, at the very time when the Pro- 
teſtants came from rendring him the moſt important Service Sub- 
jects were ever capable of. They «came from rendring him the 
T___ Teſtimonics of Loyalty, when the greateſt part of his 
other Subjects had taken up Arms againſt him. "They had vigo- 
fouſly __ hisEnemies progreſs; reje&ted the moſt adyanta- 
gious ofters, kept Towns for him , yea whole Provinces; re- 
ceiv'd his Servants and Officers into their Boſoms, when they 
conld not find ſafety elſewhere ; ſacrificed their Eſtates to him, 
their Lives, their Fortunes. and in a word, done all with ſuch 
a'Zxal, as, becomes fairhful Subjats in ſo dangerous a conjunCture: 
And this is the time when the King enters on the deſign 10 de- 
'oying 
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the ek God has brought Light out of Darkueſs, but the - 
the ey Politicks of Fraxce, RE contrary, jw ode 
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to ſuffer in our Eſtates, -our Reputations, our Perſons, our Fami- 
lies, in our Religion, and our Copſciences, and all by unjuſt apd 
indire& ways z by unheard of Inventions, by -Oppreſſions, and 
publick Vexation, and ſometime under-hand D-alings ; and all 
this under the Vai} of the Kings Authority, and becauſe this was 
his good pleaſure, We know very well the Authority of Kings, 
2nd the Reſpect and Submiſhon with which we ſhould receive 
their Orders. - Aad therefore 000d we, during all cheſe unſup* 
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_ thatwhen they carne to the leſt ed, as 'to 
ehlg, forte, then they haye Lnyophem may ti 
—_— the King at his foll-Length was To 
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bet ticker it in bard, +he Ring "proteeas werber than the Otey- 
yy deſives,by theſe two treats they have had the AddreFs nyo oN- 
ty charg%d with the lefſer-parts'of thectuelties, and to 1#y the moſt 
violens, hd odious Js at the —_— The Third thi m_—_ 
we ſhould remark is, that to obtain their En 
have'fnade it thebr xoerho to'perſivade the King, that this \ 
would :Crewn him with Gloty, *which is 'a horrit abuſe of obs 
<reddlity, an abuſe ſd much the greater, by how much they would 
mot have themſelves thought = Authors of this op rg Soar and 
when any -particodlar /Perfon of them are a5%'d this day, Wher 
whey think,of it, there are ſew of them but condemn it. In 
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have doge they will find the © Does ay par 
Trims for *cis or pollble that om oÞ atial Peop 
ſo many intire Families, who diſtinguiſh, themſelves in the Ar 
iy the Sciences, Civil and Milicary, can leave a Kingdom wi 
one day being \miſſed : at preſent, whilſt bhey oeþ rejoyce jn "Hot 
Spoils, polleſs eaters. © £5 Houſes and; Eſtates, 
is not felt; *cis recompenſed by. Booty, but it will aot pd 
ſo: Neither ſhall we inſiſthere on thar-almoſt general Laterrup; 
tion of Traffick, which theſe moſt Unchriſtian Perſecatort 'have 
cauſed in the Principal, Towns of the: State; altholigh this 
be no finall Miſchief; The Proteſtants made up-a; gc 
of the Trade, as. well within the- Kingdom as on tos 
were therein ſo mixt with the Catholicks, that the 
were in'a manner inſeparable. They dealt as if were in, Com- 
mon, when theſe Oppreſlions came _ them z and what 
Confuſtons have they not produced ? ; nduſ 
meaſures have they broken ? yr nga boneſt d ' 
not diſappointed / How many ManefaGures ruitie How mat 
Bankrupts made ? and hom many Families reduced to, Bege 
Bur this is what the Oppreflors little trouble. 
they have their Bread geined to their Mouths, they live in wag, 
tonneſs and eaſe ; and whilſt others dye with Hunget, their wet 
vennes are aſcertain'd to them. - But This hinder bo the 
the Eſtate to ſuffer, both in its Honour and. P © uy 
truly ſay, that Four Civil Wars could not have produced fo m 
Miſchier” as time will ſhew to ſprink from this Ferfeeution. 
But we will leave the conſequence of -this affair to time, and 
ay ſay, That the Edit of Nantes, being a fundamental Law of 
the Kingdom z and an agreement between two patties, by a reci- 
procal acceptation under the peaceable Reign of Henry the Great; 
by the publick Faith, and by mutual Qaths, as we have already 
ſeen; this mult certainly be of ill example ta the intereſt - the 
catc, 
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vocable, it was the EdiCt of Nantet ; To revoke -” cancel ir, 
is £0 ſer up ones ſelf aboveour obligations to. God, dot eras to 
Men; *cis rodeclare openly; that there are np Ionger any Syptr 

promiſes i in the world. And this is ao more then the will 
ay comprehend , and I doubc not but they. bave done it- oy | 
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olable than "al Edits,” 'is # right of Nature. He 
has permitted a publick of tht Reformed Religion pay ts 
this exerciſe was eftabliſhed in the Kingdom defore , 
and if he has enlarged the priviledges o the Reformed: a. with- 
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beds have-not ſpared their own. Countxy.men, 
aily:Commetce, who were: Grviewble, 
yank. unknown ?. Will they 'have more. yy 
Conventiens of tour: days: Franf@Qtion,. Edix 
hundred years continuance, and:that IT] apd 
that ever $rn Which yet they: mage no-jotber j- 
amuſe a People, and to involrsthem more ſurely (ne igbors De. 
ſolation-? Methinks have reſqly'd to being things to this 
paſs,” T hat there being .no niore Faich:to be bad in Lyra all her 
ighbours ſhould be continually upon their Gyard her, 
and the more ſo when | ſhe ptomiſey; then when;ſhe enf By mouth, 
ten Peacethervin War;. fa thet there is no more hopes of 
being atquietz'dnc what the Surety of Hoſtages, or the diminy- 
tion of her Fofces can 
'This being: ſo in ff al Princes and States in gereral, 
what may the'Proteſtant: Princes and States ,in particular. think, 
-— tat it is the deſign of France'.to them;all, apd.ro make 
rill ſhe ſkas/devouredthem/: [Every body knows, that the 
My ont Princes nndeiftand their Intereſts well enough, to be 
able to diſcern them through the Clouds, wherewith they would 
cover them ; and*tis not:doubted but they fee, that this 1s a- be- 
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[The Conry thee: bas! fi:er2d . jt eli; 
with- profs Bigorey; arg: & fall Z:pl of Gatholiciim. 
Genius 4-la wode ;, each there is become a: perſecutor, eyen to 
Fire and Sword , and there are forme verfiraded, that this _ 
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—. the todare.. ſhe; bas rae in 
Conqueſts and Converſions ſwells her Caourage,and already fag 
talk of -yothing but 4 further progreſs in. ſo, fair a way: Tis to 
be hojed that Proteſtant) Princes. and -States will _. 00008 
draw their! juſt Concluſions. ,. ,; 

: - A$t9 Catholick Princes and States, they haye top prom 
Judgments, not to ſee how much they ſhare in this 

will be mad uſe of tobreak By gens underſtanding. Leek Ee 
Pears then and the Proreftonry ,- by awyling thoſe with:the 
Prezext of theCatholick Religion, andcunningly inſpizi 
with Jealoulies of a general Deſign to ny them. I£the' Ca- 
tholick Princes and States remove not theſe $uſpicions 4 -f mor 
ſuffer France fill to aggrandize her (elf by her pretend 
es Gathaliciln , which at the = is 00 gee 
beret ane. oh 

e ore Carhalicls as we « you , kits ECure 
Gy, Ie mogred » #l'that witl-nor Tak? the, Yoke CL be.H&- 
reticks; -vay,' worſe than. an Heretick ; for now'the ; reateſt 
reſie i is nas to ſubmit; Sp4in,Germeny and ltaly already know this 
ain ſome meaſure. 

"But it willnot. be thought a Paradex, if, to all that we have 
Kid weadd,: Thatthe Pope himſelf , 'and the whole Body of 
ehe Roman Ch rch, find themſelves kolibly jnterels'd in 'the 
Perſecution And yet we will ſay herein , -byt 
what is evident Truth, avd which the wiſelt of the Roman Car 
tholicks mult agree to.- /For is it not the worſt Charatter that 
<anbe given of the Roman Clergy,to repreſent them as an Order 
of Men, who not only cannot endure any thing that is not lubje@t 
tothem in aRthgious, bur alfoin Civil Sociegy ; as Mea. that are 
not content to Anathematize al} that difpleaſe thew, byt deſign 
Foy much as to exterminate them, not. only. to extermigate 

ut alſo to force their Conſciences , woo inſpice thejr Qpi- 
Dieus;. and propagate their way of Workdjp by the. ny Aﬀs 
 guineats Swords and Staves;' as. an Qrder-of . Men., who 
neither Faithnor Juſtice, - wbo promiſe [2 ta &Seivc;nho der 
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awhile eigh: their firy only, . that afterwards they miay the wore 
infole,that-id prank ke yh Way; 'eonttive on} t6 ovetriirn and 
deſtfoy;that nitke Allyances only tofirprize, andfinding them- 
ſelvesthore power tul, deny'thofe they have ſurprized theLiberty 
toe S4pe:; Theſe are the exact” Features and "Colours by wh'ch 
the Rim Clergy may he eaſily known, if we jidge of them by 
the perſecution in Free, the like whereof was never "ſeen'to 
thisiday {Phe fy yprions and Afſrians once perſecuted the 17 4e-. 
lzred[/butfotced them not to'embrace tlie'Worlhip of | their4dols; 
they contented themſelves with making them Slaves,withour qo- 
ing' violence to their Conſciences. The Heathens and the Jews 
perſecuted the primitive Chriſtians, forced their Conſciences'in- 
deed, but'they had never granted them an Edict, nor by perſecu- 
tiog themdid violate the publick- Faith , nor hindred «them to 
wakefieir;eſtape by Flight. The Arrians cruelly perſecated the 
Orttiodov, but beſides chat,they went notſo far; as ts mike the 
common ſort of. people ſign formal Abjurations ; there was no 
Edi&t-or Cencordat between the Two Communions:  [nnottnt 
the 5d: by bis Croyſades, perſecuted the Waldenſes, and Albigeiſes, 
buctheſepeople alſo had no Edith. Emanxel, King of |! Porengut, fa. 
Th et Fews, but he gave them leavetor depiirt ut 
of [his [Kingdoni,” and they had-no EJIR. -It was theſame'with 
thoſe Remains bf''the 2{cors, who had ſetled themſelves, in ſome 
Cantins of the Kinzdom of Granada,they were defeated inaWar, 
and commanded to retire into the Country from whence their An- 
*ceſtotscame. In the laſt Age the Duke of. Alvaiexerciſed Uread- 
ful Cravitizs upon the Proteſtants of the Seventeeh Provinces, but he 
"did nothmder them from flying, nor violatedany Edidt; and'a 
the worſt, death was their Releaſe.” The Inquiſition is to this iday 
in Spainand 7ealy, but they are Countries, in whicti lo Religion, 
beſides the Romar, was ever permitted 'by Edicts, and if” the In. 
quiſitors may be accuſed of Violence and Cruelty,--yet they can- 
not be:eopvicted of Perfidiouſnefs.. 0 R121: 19 
- Butin-this laſtPerſerution of Frarce,there are Five things that 
ſtrike 'the Mind with” horror z they" make the 'Conſciences and 
Religionof -Men todepend Soveraignly upon the Will of. a King, 
they violatea Faith Authentickly\ ſworn to, they force Men'to 
b: Hypocrites;andwicked,by ſeeming to embrace aReligion which 
' they abhor; they prokibie all Flights'or retiring out of che*Kinp- 
1d; chey E@ 89t;þut 20:death, but preſerve Life to ET 
& ' wit 
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with longer Torments, If after this the-Court of Rome and its 
Clergy; diſperſed over the reft-of. Europe, diſtlaim not-ſo'odious 
and ſo criminal aConducty; it they toademn-itnot, it will be an 
indelible Stain to the Honour of their Religion..: Not only Pro- 
teſtants, who are of a differetit Communion, but alſo in-an infinite 
number of their ownCe:lickg,will be mightily ſtandakiz'dthere- 
at: ny; even the Twrks and Fers and Pagans wilt riſe /up'in Judg- 
jnent ygainſtthem. : They may alreddy know what they dave hin 
condemned of, in what paſſed in the Conncil of Conflavice, con- 
cerning Fohn Huſi, and Ferom of Prague, whom: theF! put to 
Death, 'notwithſtanding the afe Conduct of the Emprrot, Srg/- 
aud p but there is ſamething' greater here: Thers//pnly Fwp 
Men wereeoncerned; here mote thancryooacn. thalt they put to 
'D-athy/ and if they had done. the Jae tp-thele, they; Kouid-have 
embraced their -D:ath with- Joy and: Comfart; +-The-Council 
zhoughtirs| Authority greater than Szgs/mwd?s,: but there: cannot 
be produced one above that which has eltabliſh'd oyr-EdiR.. --/- 
- Weare not ignorant of the differenti Method whith the! Per- 
Jecutorstake'to-ſhelter themiclves:from publick: Condetandrion. 
.Sorae take a ſpeedy courſe-to deny. thi: Fat; ad toopertivade 
the World; That Force: and Violence have had no ſpare in the Cirver- 
ſfions,but that they. were ſoft, and calm, and voluntiaryy,o and that if there 
were any Dragoons concerned therein, *twas: becauſe the Refernegd 
thewſelves deſired them, that they wight bnve #: hund/om pretents to 
change their Religion. Woas there-everſetn'f> much Iniptdencd? 
Whit will they not deny, who caw deny-what's done in the Fate 
.of the Sun, and what a whole Kingdom from -oneiend of it to 
the other hath ſeen, and to this-day ſees? - For'in:the beginning of 
the year 1686. whilſt 1 am compoſing this fad- Rehearſal, they 
continue to exerciſe in Frarce the fame Rage, \that ended the pner 
iceding year, the ſame Dragoons both in Cities and Countries:xx»> 
;ecute the ſame Fury againſt fome lamentable Rematns of Prote- 
ſants, 'who will not fall down and worſhip. i" : $ 
They are uſed like Rebels in their Perfons, 'in their Eſtates, in 
their Wives, and in their Children; and if there! be any! diffe- 
Tence, *tis in this that their ſufferipgs are ſtill increahng. -Vet-if 
-we will believe:tbe:Clergy, haranguing the” King, and theBiſhop 
of Yalencetheir' Speaker, he tells liis Majeſty how miraculous his 
Reign is, (ſeeing ſuch infinite. numbers of Converſions are made 
to the Roman Church, 7 and Arms ; much leſs, 
2 ſaith 
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faith he, by the force'of 'your Edifts, as by the:extmpleof your 
exemplary Piety. If weeill believe the greateſt -part'vf the Abs 
jurations which'theſe poor: Oppreſt People, ate: forc'd to make, 
they ſpeak indeed the ſame ſence, wiz. That they beave done this 
Without being confirayd therero. Thus is the Credulity of the 

a 


Pablick j 'd on: They have Seeds of Impoſtare ſown at their 
Feet, w re ty grow with thetime.  Paltetity - who-ſhall-ſee 
thefe Records,will believe they contain the truthz Here,ſay they, 
is what tas bin told the King,who muſt not have falihoods offerid 
him -| Nere is theproper atts and deeds of thoſe that-were con» 
verted. | Why will not then Poſlterity believe it, ſeeing, that at 
' prelenty there are indeed people impudent enough, orta ſpeak 
ver, paid well enough nopablich ic in ſtrange 'Countnies; and 
there are found credible enongh to believe it. But 1 pray 
what IKelihood'is there, that 156000 perſonsalready (gone out 
of 'Fyance, without-my thing conſtraining them to it,ſhould leave 
their. Houſes, theit Lands of Inheritance, their Effects, and ſeve- 
ral their Wives and Children, for to wander abont the Warld, 
and'tead = miſtrable Lifeforia/huinonr, | Is there any likehboodl, 
that /Pertons of Quality of 'borh Sexes, | who enjoyed ro,: 1 y, 20, 
$0thouſand-Livers per 42mm; would abandonithelt their £12 
netronlyforth \butfor'their-Sacceſlors ; expole then- 
ſeives to the periks,, and incommodiouſnets of long Journies,and 
| $ 1n a\mdnnerte Beggary'y which\isacondition 
the abſt ic aleinchewortd, to Perſons of Quality.z :aad 
a This wi anycred{ony withourtany occaſion? ''What Likeli- 
hvod thatthis "756th ſind petſors who have alreadyzicapd, 
Hae of **1 into iSwitzirland, others into' Germany, fone 110to 
'Dotmark, others imto 'Hollevd, ſome into Sredelanw, and others 
mt Bagand; and! ſore into Amirica, without feeing orknowing 
otreezmother,” pet have azreed to tell-rhe-fame lie, and to ray with 
one voice, TravtheProteſtents are ctuelly perſectited in Frame 4 
and that by unheard ef Severities they ate forc'd to change their 
Religion; althb? there # no ſic matter ?s it likely that the Em- 
* ballidorsand Envoys of Foreign. Princes, ſhould lye all of rhem-in 
bonſdre, iy reflivp themthis gews,wherein there isno truth? Butd 
prayfiÞit FrircetbeProteſtants'thiwwvoluntarilyand withourcon- 
Reaint change theitReligivo;& that tlic Dragootsare cal'd\invitly 
as their!g600-friends,wwhence/happens this ſoftria&gereralGuari 
onthe Frontiers,to-hinder Peoplebdeparture ? Howis it _ the 
- Pritons 
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Priſons of theKingdomare cram?d,withFagitives ſtopt by the way? 
Whence is it, that thoſe who have chang'd, are watch'd with ſuch 
gyeut cate to hinder their flight ; to the obliging them to depoſit 
ums of money to ſecure them from the ſuſpition of it ? This 
muſt be an Epidemical Diſtemper that has ſeiz*d on his Majeſties 
Subjefts, that ſhall make them fly thus without reaſon ? But is 
not this a fine cover, to ſay that the Proteſtants have themſelves 
call'd in the Dragoons,to have the better pretence to change their 
Religion 7 It is about 10 ar more years {1nce there was a Bankſet 
up to traffick for Souls. Mr. Peli/on, has for a long time bin the- 
great dealer of Par, in this infamous Trade of purchaſing Con- 
verts. Theſe Converſions have of late, bin the only way of 
gaining applauſe, and recompences at Court, and jn a word, @ 
eaps of railing ones Fortune ; and yet we muſt be told, that in- 
cad of jx 7, contro by theſe caſie ways,we had rather chooſe 
the help of Dragoons, that is, of beiag pillag'd. Ac leaſt let any 
Peogle.not willing ro g0 to Maſs, they have bin obliged toad: 
People.not willing to go to Mal ve bin obliged 
them T ” uſe thern with the ſame ſeverity as before, 
This 1s fo grols and palpable an untruth, that others have un- 
dettaken to defend theſe Vialences, 6 doing natncally of the ge- 


nuine Spirit of the Catholick Church; and for this purpoſe, they 
have continually in their ;moutbs that e of the Goſpel, cow-+ 
pelie intrare, compel them to come in; and tbe perſecution which 


the Orthodox of Ffrick offer?d the Denetifs,,&c. . 
- Were this a place to diſpute againſt thele furious Divines, we 
could cafily ſhow em the -vanity of thele allegations; but we: 
ſhall rather ak 'em, whether the Jews aud Pagans had agreed 
upon'an Edit with the Apoſtles, when our Saviour fays to- 
rhem, compel chemo come.in. Has St. Auguſtin -ever written, 
for he is cited in this matter, That-we ought to be perfidious to-' 
wards thoſe whom we eſteem as Hereticks, when we promis'd to 
livewith *em-like Brethren and fellow Citizens. The Danartiſts, 
had they any Edicts which would ſhelter '2m from the inſults of 
the Orthodox ? It we yield to this deteſtable Divinity,what will 
become of all us Chriſtians ? For in ſhort, the ah wp 4s much 
an Heretich jo the Proteſtant 1,as the Proteſtants are to the Papiſt;, yet 
they live,together in peace, on the Faith of Alliaaces, Treaties: 
and Promiſes. But theſe publick Peſts as much as in. them 1 ies. 
have brought all things into confuſion, and a Srare of War, They 
| armz 
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arm theCatholicks againſt the Proteſtants,teaching theCatholicks : 
by this example,thattheirReligion obliges bim to betray and {ur- 
priſe the Proteſtants, when they can do'it anpunifti't ; and knock 
cut their Brains if they will not change their Rehgion:.- ' They 
arm the Proteſtant againſt the Catholick ; for after all, what Peace; 
and Society can 'we_haye with People, who not only make nd 
Conſcierice t6 bteak 'their Faith; but on the contrary mikey 
caſe of Conſcience To break'it, when they ſhall find oecafion? 
Thos have they by their Dragoons defolated'a Kingdom, -and! 
plunder'd above a 100 thouſand Families. . Do we think this me- 
thod, is pleaſing to him, whom we both own to be the Author: 
of our Faith; he has ſaid, That he will not ſuffer H-ll,Gates to ru- 
3re his Courth ; but he has not faid, he will.open Hell Gates for 
the propagating his Church. * Now if there were anything that 
looks like the Gates of Hell, it is the perſecutions of France. 

Whatſoever Antirathy there may be between the See of - Row? 
and us, we will got believe that the preſent Pope has had any 
part, or that the Storm has fallen on us from him. We knowhe 
is a thild Prince,and his temper leads to more moderate Councils 
than thoſe of his Predeceſfors. Moreoyer we know, the Cer 
of France do not always cofſult bim in what they undertake; and 
we have had often offered to us, what has bin done againſt Rome, 
to induce us to fubwit our ſelves tothe King's will in theſe other 
matters; and how ſmall a deference'is paid to its Authority. So 
that we hope the Pope himſelf, confidefing-us ſtill as Men and 
Chriſtians, will condole vs, and blame the methods uſed againſt 
us, had he no other reaſon than the intereſt of Religion. Perhaps 
one day, it will be our turn to blame that which mill be taken againſt 

1”, . 
However, *cis certain the Proteſtants of France are the moſt 
fit objects of publick compaſſion, the world ever knew. Some 
ſizh and lament under a hard Slavery, whict they would willingly 
change for Irons in Algiers or Turke. For there they wonld not 
be forced to turn Mahomertans,and might ſtill entertain ſome hopes 
of liberty by the way of ranſcm Others are wandering about 
ſtrange Countries, ſtriptof their Eſtates, ſeparated io all proba- 
biliry, for ever from their Parents, their Relations and Friends, 
whom they have left in the moſt dolefnl condition imaginable, 
Hysbands have left their Wives, and Wives their Husbands ; 
Fathers their Children, and Children their Fathers. We _ 
cen 
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ſeen our Eſtates vaniſh in a moment, 6ur honeſt ways of living , 
our , our Inhericances.- | « 

We have ſcarcely any thing left us but onr miſerable Lives,and 
they afe ſapported by the Charity-of -onr Chriſtian Brethren. 

Yet amongſt all theſe AM.tionswe are nor-deftiture of Com- 
fort ;-we,if ever any did, do truly ſuffer for Conſcience ſake ; the 
Malice of our Perſecators not being able to charge us with thelealt 

'Miſdemeanovr, We have ſervedour King end the State with Za] 
'and Faithfulneſs. We have ſubmitted to the Laws and ro Magi- 
Frates ; and for our Fellow-Citizens, they have noreaſon to com- 
plain of us. We have for I wenty years together ſuffered with an 
unexemplary patience all theſe furious and dreadful Storms afore- 
mentioned. -And- when in Yiveretz- and Crvernes , ſome have 
thought themſelves bound in Conſcience to preach on the Ruines 
-of their Temples illegally demoliſhe their ſmall number, which 
:were but a handful of Men, Women and Children, has only ſery- 
-ed to ſtir up more the Reſjgnation-and Obedience of our whole 
Bedy. In theſe latter Storms we have been like' Sheep, innocent 
and without defence. We then comfort eur ſelves-in-the Juſtice 
"of our-Cauſe, and our peaceable: mertander it.) 

- Bat we comfort our ſelves likewiſe in the Chriſtian Compaſſion 
ſhewed us by Forrein Prixces, and more eſpecially of his Majeſty 
of England, who has received us into his Countries ,- ſuccoured 
and relieved us, and recommended our diſtreſſed Condition to all 
his Subjects ; and we have found in them not only new Maſters, or 
the Aﬀections of new Friends, but of real Parents and Brethren. 
And as theſe bowels of Commiſeration have been as Ba/w to our 
Wounds, ſo we ſhall never loſe the remembrance of it, and hope 
we nor our Children ſhall ever do any thing, by Gods Grace, un- 
worthy any of theſe their protections. 

All our Afiction then js, to ſee our Religion oppreſſed in the 
Kingdom of Fraxce ;, ſo many Churches wherein God was daily 
ſerved according to the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, demoliſhed, ſo 
many Flocks diſpers*d,fſo many poorConſciences ſighing and groa- 

- Ning under their Bendage ;, ſo many Children deprived of the law- 
ful Education of their Parent; but we hope that at length the 
ſame God who heard heretofore the Sighs of his People in the 
Servitude of Egypt, will alfo hear at this time the Cr:es of his 
Faithful Gervants; We call not for Firefrom Heaven , We are 
for no reſiſtance , we only pray that God would touch the Hearts 

of 
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.of but Perſecuters, that they may repeat , and be ſaved together 
with vs. We entreat ſuch a deliverance, as he ia. bis Wiſdou 
ſhall rower | | $7494 

However *twill be no Offence to God nor Good Men to leare 
this Writing to the World, as a Proteſtation made before bin, 
and them againſt theſe Violences;more eſpecially againſt the Edit 
of 1685. containing the Revocation of that of Nents, it being 
in its own Nature inviolable, irrevocable, and unalterable. We 
may, I ſay, complain amongſt other things agginſt the worſe than 
jnhumane Cruelties exerciſed -on dead Bodies, when they are - 
drag'd along the Streets at the Horſe Tayls, and dig*d our, and 
denyed Sepulchers. We cannot but complain of the Crue] Or- 
ders to part with our Childrep,and ſuffer them to be Baptizoduaed 
brought up by our Enemies...; Bugabyveall , againſt the-impious 
and deteſtable praQiſe,naw in vogues vf making Religion ty de- 
pend on the Kings pleaſure, onthe will of a Mortal Prence, agd ' 
of treating perleverance in the Faith with the odious name of Re- 
bellioa : Fhis is to make « God of Man, and to run back into the 
Heatheniſh pride and flactery, amongſt the Romans; or an authg- 
riſing of Atheiſm or. groſs ldolgtry. In fine, we commit. oyr 
Complaints, and all our Iatereſts into the Hauds of that Provi- 
dence, which brings Good out -of Eyil, and whigh, is above the 
Undesſtanding of Mortals, whoſe Houſes are in the Dult, 
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effacing of the Memory of thoſe Troubles, Confuſion and Miſcbief, 
which the Progreſs we that falſe Religi ien, hath been the cauſe of tu 
Onr Kingdom, and png Bave Lin Fs Ee zo the 4d Edit, and 
to fo tiany other £48 arQ which went before i, or were 
made frict wth kT than jg 4 total Reyetation o: the ſaid 
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"AmwlPd, ds ſuppreſs und winul thi Edit of the King, 0ur ſaid Grand. 
father, given «Nantes. April;n £.& rke pen Coho 
Wit h. the particular 'Arcicles: ratifird. the” Secont of May'Z next fol. 
towing , and Letters Patent granted thereupen ; as "likewiſe the Editt 
given at Nilines, in July 1629. declaring them null and wid, as if 
they had never been Enatted, together with” all the Conceſſions granted 
in them, as well xs "other Declarations, Edit," aid Arreſts, to theſe 
of the Progended Reformed: keligiew, of whis Natars ſerver they viady 
be, which ſball al continne- ai if theymever had been. And in purſu- 
ance bereof,, we Will, andit i axr Pleaſure, that all the Churches of 
thoſe of thePretended Reformed Religion , ſcitnate in our King dew, 
Countries, Lands, and Dominions belonging to us, be forthwith deme- 
liſhed. ty 
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 Wellikgwiſe probibit all Lords; of what condition ſee ver they may be, 
ts have any publick, Exerciſe in their Hitſe: and Fieft, dry bes 
quality ſorver the ſaid Fiefs may be, upon Penalty to all our ſaid Sub- 

jefts, who ſhall b ave the ſaid Zxerciſes performed in their Houſes or 
otherwiſe, of Cinfsſcation of Body and Goods. 
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F. We do ftriftly Charge and Command all Miniſters of tle ſaid Pre- 
tended Reformed —_—_— Who are net Willing to be Converted, and 
ro embrace the Catholck Apoſtolick- aud Roaran Religion; ro depart 
out of our Kingdom and Cmtries undt#our Obrdieiice; fifteen days 
after the Publication hereof, ſo as not 1h \continue there beyond the ſuid 
terw, or within the ſame, to Preach, ' Exhort,” or perform any other 
Ainiſterial Funttion, upon Foney being ſent t0 the Galleys, 
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Andincaſe any of the ſaid Miniſters ſhall be willing to become Al- 
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pxdrew and Fervitoxior under our Obedience," ard'thert iS e 
Commerce, andenjey their Goods an __ c args, without being ary way 
woleſted upon account of the ſaid Pr Refer med Religion upon can- 
dition nevertheleſc,as aforementsoned, that thry do not uſe any publick, 
Er ofci/c,nor aſſemble themſelves upon the account of Prayer 
or Wor ſhip of the ſaid Religion, of what kind ſoever the ſame may be, np- 


on forfeiture above ſpecified of Body and Goods. - 
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Accordingly, We Will and Conmand our Truſty and Beloved Conn- 
ſelors, the People holding oxr Courts of Aids at. Paris, Bayl 1, Cnief 
Faſcicer, Provoſts, and other our Yuſtice1 and Officers to whom it apper* 
14ins, and ts their Lientenants, that they cauſe tobe Read, Publiſhed aud 
Regiſtred, this Onur preſent Edift in their Conrts and Furiſdittions, e- 
ven in vacation time , and the ſaxe keep punitually, without gon- 
travening or ſuffering the ſame to be corttravened'; for ſuch is Onur 
Wil and Pleaſures. Ard te theend to make it a thing firm and ſtable, 


we bave cauſed our Sral tobe put to the ſame. Given at Fountain- 
bleav in the Afonth of October, in the Te«r of Grace 168g, and of 
Our Reign the 43. | 
Signed 

This 6gnifies 
Lord lors VISA. 
peruſal. 

Le Tellier. 


Sealed with the Great Seal of Green-Wax; 
upon a Red and Green ſtring of Silk. 


RE and Publiſhed, the Kings Procur ator of Attorney Gene- 
ral, requiring it gn order to their ' bring Executed attording to 
Form and T eney , and the Copies being Examined and Compared, ſent 
to the ſeveral Courts of Fuſtice, Bailywicks, and Sherifſs Courts of each 
Deſtrift, to be there extred «nd Regsſtred in like wanner, and. charge 
Liven to the Deputies of the ſaid General, to tithe care to [ce 
the ſame Executed and put in Force, and to certifie the Conrt thereof. 
At Paris in the Court of Vacations the 224. of October, 1 685. 


Signed 


Dela Baune; 


The 
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The Profeſſhirof the Catholick, Apoſtolick, and Ro- 
man Faith,. which the Revolting Proteſtants in 
France are to Subſcribe and Swear to. 


ha the Narke of thi Father,Son;ard Holy Ghoſt; Armen.” 1 Beliex? 
, and Confeſs wth 4 firm Faith;all and every thinz ani things con” 
tained in th. Creed which 1s uſed by the Holy Church of Rome,vx, ] re- 
'ceive and em.race moſt ſincerely the Apoſtolich, and Eccleſiaſtical Tra- 
ditions, and «ther Obſervance: of the Ved Church. In like manner ] re+ 
ceive the Scriptures, bit in the ſame ſenſe as the ſaid Mother Church 
huh, and doth now underſtand and expound the \ſame, for whom and to 
 -mhow it only doth telong 10 judge of the Int.rpretation of the Sacrcd _ 
Scriptures ; and 1 will never = thew, nor underſtand thew otherwiſe 
than «ccarding to the unanimons corfent of the Fathrs. 

I prefeſs that there be truly and properly ſeven Sacraments of the 
New: Law; tmſtituted by our Lord Jeſus Carift, and neceſſary for the 
Seluation of Mankznd, altho not equally needful for every one, 
viz.' Baptiſm, Confirmation, #e Euchariit, Penance, Extream 
U:Rioo, Ocders and Marriage ; and that they do confer Grace ;, and 
that Baptiſm «and Orders way not be reiterated without Sacri.edge : 1 
receive and admit alſr the Ceremonies received and approved by the Ca- 
tho/ic: Ohm ob invbe ſolemn adminiſtration of the forementioned Sacr a= 
ments. | % | 

I receive and-emirace all and every thing and things which have 
been determined concerning O. iginal Sin and Fuſtific..tion by the holy 
7 yr FI he Maſs there is offcred mp to Gad,a 
1 likewiſe profeſs, that in the $. there is offered up to Gaga true, 
dag, uh eo Secyifice for tby-Living anda : and that 
inyhe Holy Sacrament of "tht Etichariſt;there 3; eruly,feally #4 ſub- 
ſtantially,che Body and Blood, together with the Sout and Divini- 
ty of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; aud that in is there ts mede 4 chaygs 
#f the whole ſubſtance of the Bread into his Body,and of the whole [1 
ſtarce of the Wine into bis Blood, which change the Catholick Evurchs: 
calls Tranſubſtantiation. Fobfefs alfs, that ander one only of theſe 
ewo Elements,” whnle Chriſt and the true $:crarert is received. 

1 conſt ently believe and affirm; that there is aPurgatery,and that the 
Souls there det:ined, are #(heved by the Suffrages of the Faithful. 

11hke manner, I believe that the Saints reigning in Glory with Fry 

| | rift, 
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—_ aye to bt wor ſbigpe d and invecated ww us, and pure «wy eff.r vp 
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h:pt and retained , and that dit Honenr and Vener ation muſt te yield- 
ed unto them. 
Alſo I do affirm, that the pewer of Irdulgence = lefe to the Church 
by Chriſt ho nn Ar thekſerberedf is ve Chriſtians. 
. do nckyowledg the holy Cathelick,, Ap Cay 
19bt the. Mothty ard. Miſtreſs af.all other Churches ;, and I profeſs and 
ſwear true ebedieree tothe” -Pope of Rome, Sarceſſor of the Bleſſear$r. | 
Peter; Prince of the Apeſtler,amd Vicar of . Jeſni Chriſt. 
' In like mexner] wu and; profiſ+mitheu doabting, all all- obey things 
left defined und declared rein Holy Canons and General Conneils, of- 
| _—— by the moſt .bely Connected of "Freat 5 and withat, 1 do condemn, 
re jett and bold for accorſed; ailthings that are contrary therato ;, and 
all thoſe Horeſts which ew berndemdenned; rejeBed,ond Rl dby 
the Churth. 


: And then ſmearing ww Bouk of the Go bel; the Party recantiw 
. 1 ſening yow and tweat; und molt conitant]y po, 


de God's affiſtance, to ketp: intely and inviolably; ,".uors 
dent 'th.s ſelf ſame Carhotick and Apoſealich- Faith, out. of whith 
no-perſexrean be; ſaved ;, and this +domoſt truly and willingly:pro- 
feld,:an@thar 1 yill co the utmoſt of my-Power, endearour thar 
it"mey'\be maintained and-upbeld as for av any ER ORererery 
charge; ſo help. me God and the holy Virgin. - 


The. Certificate which the Party Recaiting © #* to leave 
with the Prieft, before whom be makes his 4bjw ation.” 
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